
Command: Write an essay in the style of a 15-year-old student explaining why Henry VIII dissolved 
the monasteries and the consequences of that action. 

 

Response: Henry VIII was the King of England from 1509 to 1547 and he is most famous for dissolving the monasteries. 
The reason he did this was because he wanted to gain more power and wealth for himself. He saw the monasteries as 
an opportunity to increase his power and wealth, since they owned a lot of land and money. 

The dissolution of the monasteries was a turning point in English history. By dissolving the monasteries, Henry VIII took 
control of all their land, money, and other resources. He then sold this land to wealthy noblemen and used the money 
to fund his army and navy. This helped him become even more powerful, as he now had a stronger army and navy to 
defend his kingdom. 

However, the dissolution of the monasteries also had negative consequences. Many people lost their jobs and homes, 
since the monasteries provided shelter, food, and jobs to many people. This led to poverty and homelessness, as many 
people were left without a place to live or work. Additionally, many of the monasteries were also centers of learning 
and education, so the loss of these institutions meant a loss of knowledge and education for the people of England. 

In conclusion, Henry VIII dissolved the monasteries to increase his power and wealth. Although this action allowed him 
to become even more powerful, it also had negative consequences, such as poverty, homelessness, and a loss of 
knowledge and education. Nevertheless, the dissolution of the monasteries was a significant event in English history 
and it changed the country forever. 

 

Command: Repeat the above task but add more details regarding the causes of the dissolution, 
adding the names of some key people who were for or against the dissolution process. 

 

Response: Henry VIII was the King of England from 1509 to 1547 and he is most famous for dissolving the monasteries. 
The reason he did this was because he wanted to gain more power and wealth for himself, as well as trying to solve the 
problem of the Church's opposition to his divorce from Catherine of Aragon. He saw the monasteries as an opportunity 
to increase his power and wealth, since they owned a lot of land and money. 

One of the key people who influenced Henry VIII's decision to dissolve the monasteries was Thomas Cromwell, who was 
Henry's chief minister at the time. Cromwell was in favor of the dissolution and saw it as a way to increase the power of 
the monarchy and the wealth of the kingdom. On the other hand, there were many people who were against the 
dissolution of the monasteries, including the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer, who believed that the 
monasteries were an important part of the spiritual life of England and should not be destroyed. 

The dissolution of the monasteries was a turning point in English history. By dissolving the monasteries, Henry VIII took 
control of all their land, money, and other resources. He then sold this land to wealthy noblemen and used the money 
to fund his army and navy. This helped him become even more powerful, as he now had a stronger army and navy to 
defend his kingdom. 

However, the dissolution of the monasteries also had negative consequences. Many people lost their jobs and homes, 
since the monasteries provided shelter, food, and jobs to many people. This led to poverty and homelessness, as many 
people were left without a place to live or work. Additionally, many of the monasteries were also centers of learning 
and education, so the loss of these institutions meant a loss of knowledge and education for the people of England. 

In conclusion, Henry VIII dissolved the monasteries to increase his power and wealth, as well as trying to solve the 
problem of the Church's opposition to his divorce from Catherine of Aragon. Although this action allowed him to 
become even more powerful, it also had negative consequences, such as poverty, homelessness, and a loss of 
knowledge and education. Nevertheless, the dissolution of the monasteries was a significant event in English history 
and it changed the country forever. Key figures such as Thomas Cromwell and Thomas Cranmer had differing opinions 
on the matter, with Cromwell being in favor and Cranmer being against the dissolution. 


